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Introduction
• The Holy Spirit is a person who can be sinned 

against

• Let us beware lest we sin against Him, either 
consciously or unconsciously



1. Blasphemed by the 
presumption of men

•Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost (the unpardonable 
sin) is one sin for which there is no forgiveness. Matt.
12:31-32.

•Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost is ascribing to 
Satan the work of the Holy Spirit.

•In Mark 3:22-30 the Scribes said that Jesus performed 
miracles by Satan's power. This is blasphemy.

•Beware of belittling the work of the Holy Spirit. This 
is a very serious matter.



2. Insulted by the pride of men
•Hebrews 10:29 - The Holy Spirit presents the atoning work 
of Christ to the sinner. If the sinner refuses to believe or 
accept it, he is insulting the Holy Spirit.

•In the rejection the sinner is saying to the Holy Spirit, "The 
whole work of Christ is a deception or lie and presents 
God with another plan of salvation (works).”

•It is counting the death of Christ as a common thing, the 
death of an ordinary man. 

•To deny the deity of Christ and the preciousness of the 
blood is to despise the witness of the Holy Spirit, I John 5:8.



3. Vexed by the disobedience of men
•Isa. 63:9,10. "They rebelled and vexed [grieved] His 

Holy Spirit.” (referring to backslidden Israel but the 
principles is applicable today)

•Sometimes the Spirit reveals ugliness within and instead 
of being thankful for the discovery we rebel and our 
proud heart refuses to make the necessary confession. 

•The root of vexation is rebellion,  caused by murmuring 
and complaining. Our continuous complaint vexes Him 
to the point of righteous vexation.  Let us cease our 
stubbornness and accept the blessing He wants to give.



4.  Resisted by the unbelief of men
•Acts 7:51  We resist the Holy Ghost when we doubt the 
Word of God. Unbelief causes men to resist (Heb. 3:19)

•Often the Spirit quickens the conscience to do right but 
when we deliberately resist His pleading and leading we 
are actually manifesting unbelief.

•Genesis 6:3 God warns us, ”My Spirit shall not always 
strive with man.” To resist too long God may turn us 
over to a reprobate mind (Romans 1:24)

•If the Spirit is to have full possession of our heart, we 
must cease all resistance and cast out unbelief. 



5. Tempted by the insincerity of man
•Acts 5:1-9 "How is it that you have agreed together to 
tempt the Spirit of the Lord?” A man is guilty when he 
pretends to others that he is wholly devoted to God 
while indulging in secret sin, withholding from God.

•Beware of a profession that is more holy before men 
than it is before the Lord.

•Psalm 51:10 Do we stand in consecration when we know 
in our hearts that we are being hypocritical?

•II Kings 5:25-27 Every deception and exaggeration, every 
false impression and every lie to man is a lie to the Holy 
Spirit.



6. Quenched by the prejudice of men
•1 Thessalonians 5:19-20, Isaiah 4:4, Matthew12:20, 

Ephesians 6:16

•Quench means to stifle or silence.  When He 
speaks to us through the Word or conscience we must 
obey, irrespective of the cost. 

•If we allow the fire to be smothered in our lives, then 
only ashes will remain. If we ignore His influence, our 
hearts become hard.

•Let us be careful in criticising the manifestation or 
word of the Spirit lest we be guilty of quenching Him.



7. Grieved by the frivolity of men
•Ephesians 4:30

•The Spirit trusts us to resist sin and obey the 
Lord. If we fail, He is saddened, disappointed 
and his confidence in us is undermined.

•How often the Spirit is grieved by light and 
unprofitable conversation of saints (Ephesians 
4:31). The Spirit cannot join in unprofitable talk, 
much less in evil speaking. Let us watch the 
door of our lips.



Conclusion
•Let us live in constant communion 

with the Spirit. 

•Let us not blaspheme, insult, vex, 
resist, tempt, quench or grieve Him



Review Questions
1. What are the seven sins against the Holy Ghost?
2. What is the unpardonable sin? Explain.
3. What is the warning regarding reporting news of a 

revival?
4. What does Hebrews 10:29 mean?
5. How have men vexed the Holy Spirit?
6. What is the basic cause of resisting the Holy Spirit?
7. Give two illustrations of tempting the Holy Spirit.
8. What is the basic thought in quenching the Spirit?
9. Give an example of quenching the Spirit in one point but 

not in others. 
10. What is the most common way of grieving the Holy 

Spirit? 


