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Overview
1. Various interpretations and explanations of the 

doctrine of the baptism of the Holy Spirit 

2. The true or correct explanation of this doctrine 

3. The ‘one baptism’ of Ephesians 4:5 

4. An outline of the baptism of the Holy Spirit 

5. Definition of baptism according to Romans 6:3-11



Various interpretations of this 
doctrine

A. It is the first time that one is filled with the Holy 
Ghost. 

This interpretation feels that the terms "Baptism of the 
Spirit," "Filling of the Spirit," "the gift of the Holy Ghost," 
"endued with the Spirit," are similar. 

However, we believe that they are not the same. The 
words baptism and filling are opposite in meaning. 
Baptism is immersion into something. Filling is putting 
something into the individual. 

Acts 2:4, Acts 10 :44-46



Various interpretations of this 
doctrine

B. It is the experience of speaking in tongues.  

It is true that this did happen on four occasions (Acts 2, 
8:15-17, 10:44, 19:1-7). This was to publicly unify the 
various groups into one body. This was the people of 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the Gentiles, to whom 
the Gospel was to be preached throughout Pentecost. 
The Pentecost was a transitional period that ended 
around Acts 19, when the 4 groups were properly 
assimilated.  

We reject this explanation today for the transition was 
completed long ago.



Various interpretations of this 
doctrine

C. It is a second work of grace 

This explanation is based mostly on the experiences of 
great men of God (e.g. Moody, Torrey, Finney) who had 
definite experiences apart from conversion. Acts 8:15-16 
can explain these experiences. 

However, now that the transition period from law-to-grace 
or from the dispensation of the Son to the dispensation of 
the Spirit is completed, this interpretation is not true. It’s 
dangerous to build a doctrine on the experiences of men 
rather than the Word of God.



Various interpretations of this 
doctrine

D. It referred to Pentecost only and is not applicable 
today. 

Many people reject the doctrine and ignore teaching it 
entirely. They reject the outward manifestations like 
tongues and go to the extreme of rejecting the entire 
doctrine. This is also wrong. 

We believe that, based on verses like 1 Corinthians 
12:13 and Ephesians 4:5, the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
must have a present-day application to us too.



Various interpretations of this 
doctrine

E. It is the baptism referred to by John the Baptist in 
Matthew 3:11 and is available today. 

This view confuses the ‘anointing’ with the ‘baptism’ of 
the Spirit. It suggests that there is a special post-
conversion experience where Jesus will baptise an 
individual with the Holy Spirit upon meeting the 
conditions in Psalm 45:7-8. 

However, the psalm is referring to anointing, not baptism 
(see Luke 4:18 and 1 Corinthians 12:13)



The true or correct explanation
The only doctrinal statement on this subject is  
1 Corinthians 12:13 which says: 

NKJV: “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves 
or free—and have all been made to drink into one 
Spirit.”  
 
AMP: “For by one [Holy] Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, [spiritually transformed—united 
together] whether Jews or Greeks (Gentiles), slaves 
or free, and we were all made to drink of one [Holy] 
Spirit [since the same Holy Spirit fills each life].”



The true or correct explanation
“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body
—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—
and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.”  
(1 Corinthians 12:13) 

The verb is in the past tense, so it is a completed 
experience performed by the Holy Spirit at conversion. 

The purpose of the baptism is to place the believer into 
one body and therefore unifies us, cancelling all 
differences of race, colour, politics etc. 



What is the ‘one baptism’ of 
Ephesians 4:5?

“one Lord, one faith, one baptism” Ephesians 4:5 

In the mind of God (1 Corinthians 12:13) the Spirit 
baptism must be the true baptism. Water baptism is an 
earthly sign that the Spirit baptism has taken place. 

True Spirit baptism causes Ephesians 5:30 to come into 
being, "For we are members of His body, of His flesh, 
and of His bones.” 



An outline on the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit.

In the one act of living faith in Christ, believers are: 
1. Born of the Spirit - the initiation into eternal life  

(John 3:3-8. 
2. Receiving the earnest of the Spirit - pledge of its 

culmination  
(Ephesians 1:14, 2 Corinthians 1:22 & 5:5.) 

3. Sealed with the Spirit - insurance of its continuance 
(Ephesians 1:13 & 4:30) 

4. Indwelt by the Spirit - maintenance of eternal life in 
the soul (Romans 8:9) 

5. Baptized into one body - a relational activity joining 
Christ and believers (1 Corinthians 12:13)



Definition of baptism according to 
Romans 6:3-11

1. Baptized into His death. Romans 6:3, "lam crucified 
with Christ," Galatians 2 :20. 

2. Baptized into His burial. Romans 6:4, complete 
identification into His body. 

3. Baptized into His resurrection. Romans 6:5, 
complete entering into His new body. 

4. Baptized into His resurrected life. Romans 6:8, "live 
with Him," live in His body. The experience of  
1 Corinthians 12:13 implies a complete identification 
with the Saviour.



Conclusion
By Spirit baptism we are complete in the new resurrected 
body (Colossians 2:10-12) 

At Pentecost, the day that the Holy Spirit came to abide, 
the disciples were filled, baptised and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. Pentecost was a definite historical event 
never to be repeated. It was the day of enthronement of 
the Spirit, when He assumed all His various offices. 

We are baptised by the Spirit at conversion. We need the 
anointing with power of Acts 1:8 for service and we need 
to be constantly filled with the Spirit.



Review Questions
1. Give 5 interpretations of the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
2. What is the difference between the filling/baptism of the Spirit? 
3. Why is speaking in tongues not the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 
4. Is the baptism of the Holy Spirit possible in this present 

generation? Why? 
5. Does Psalm 45:7-8 specify the conditions of the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit? 
6. What is the correct explanation of the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit? 
7. Explain the "one baptism" of Ephesians 4:5. 
8. What was the explanation of the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 
9. What is included in being baptised into Jesus Christ? 
10. Explain Colossians 2:10-12 in relation to the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit.


