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Introduction  
It seems that there is a wrong kind and right kind of gear.  One of the precious messages of the Bible is “fear 
not”, used about fifty times: Genesis 15:1, 26:24; Exodus 14:13; Isaiah 42:1; Luke 2:10, 12:32; Acts 27:24; 
Revelation 1:17.  Also there are variations of this like Jesus’ words, “It is I; do not be afraid: (John 6:20).   
 
But this lesson is about the other kind of fear – the fear of God, which we ought to have.  
 

 “And to man He said, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, And to depart from evil is 
understanding.’” Job 28:28 
 
 “The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether.” Psalm 19:9 
 
 “The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me: ‘He who rules over men must be just, 
Ruling in the fear of God.” 2 Samuel 23:2 

 
Lack or absence of this fear can only bring sin, disillusionment and end in tragedy.  For example, in 
Abraham’s case – “And Abraham said, “Because I thought, surely the fear of God is not in this place; and 
they will kill me on account of my wife.” Genesis 20:11 

 
The lack of fear of God is a picture of degenerate man – “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
Romans 3:18 
 
 Healthy fear keeps us alive. 
 
I. Meaning of “Fear of the Lord” or “Fear of God” (Proverbs 14:26-27) 
Does it mean physical fear where you stand and tremble in the presence of the Almighty?  Dr C I Scofield 
defines it as meaning “Reverential trust with a hatred of evil”.  Fear of the Lord means piety.  It is used to 
express our religious duty toward God. 
 

Deuteronomy 4:10 “especially concerning the day you stood before the Lord your God in Horeb, 
when the Lord said to me, ‘Gather the people to Me, and I will let them hear My words, that they 
may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children.’” 

 
From this we see that it is essential but not inherited.  It is something that must be taught to children and 
people that each generation may learn to fear the Lord. 
 
Fear is the thing that God requires from each one of us.  It is a purpose of creation. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:13 “Take counsel, execute judgment; Make your shadow like the night in the middle 
of the day;Hide the outcasts,Do not betray him who escapes. 

 



Ecclesiastes 12:13 
 
II. Things that we are not to fear 
Idols or other gods – 2 Kings 17:38 “And the covenant that I have made with you, you shall not forget, nor 
shall you fear other gods.” 
 
Man – “Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord and 
your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice.” 1 Samuel 15:24 
 
Earthly calamities (for they signify the near return of our Saviour) – “Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have 
sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord and your words, because I feared the people 
and obeyed their voice.” Luke 21:25-28.   
 
Future punishments – “but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will 
devour the adversaries.” Hebrews 10:27 
 
Fear – “Trouble and anguish make him afraid; They overpower him, like a king ready for battle. “Job 15:24 
 
1 Peter 5:7 “casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.”  Only one fear remains and that is a holy 
fear of the Lord God Himself. 
 
III. The fear of God is commanded 
The Bible commands us to fear God. 
 

Deuteronomy 13:4 “You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear Him, and keep His 
commandments and obey His voice; you shall serve Him and hold fast to Him.” 
 
1 Peter 2:17 “Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.” 
 
Psalm 22:23 “You who fear the Lord, praise Him! All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, And 
fear Him, all you offspring of Israel!” 

 
The earthly disciples set up a noble example in this matter.  Acts 9:31 “…and walking in the fear of the 
Lord…were multiplied” 
 
Cornelius was a man who feared God.  Acts 10:2 “a devout man and one who feared God with all his 
household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always.” 
 
2 Corinthians 7:1, the fear of God teaches us to live circumspect lives, “Let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”  This godly fear becomes a powerful 
motivating force in our lives. 
 
IV.  Description of the fear of the Lord 
Fear of the Lord is: 

1. A hatred of evil – Probers 8:13 
2. Wisdom – Psalm 111:10 
3. A treasure – Proverbs 15:16 
4. A Fountain of life – Proverbs 14:27 
5. Clean – Psalm 19:9 
6. Endures forever – Psalm 19:9 
7. Godly – Hebrews 12:28 

 
V.  What motives cause us to fear God? 

1. The holiness of God causes us to fear Him – Revelation 15:4 
2. The greatness of God causes us to fear Him – Deuteronomy 10:12-17 



3. The good of God causes us to fear Him – 1 Samuel 12:24 
4. The forgiveness of God causes us to fear Him – Psalm 130:4 
5. The wondrous works of God cause us to fear Him – Joshua 4:23-24 
6. Coming judgements cause us to fear the Lord – Revelation 14:7 

 
VI.  The Fear of the Lord is Necessary 
It is necessary: 

1. To worship – Psalm 5:7 
2. In service – Psalm 2:11 
3. To keep us from sin – Exodus 20:20 
4. To good government – 2 Samuel 23:3 
5. For administration of justice – 2 Chronicles 19:6-9 
6. For the perfecting of holiness in our Christian lives – 2 Corinthians 7:1 

 
VII. Results of fearing the Lord 

1. It brings please to the Lord – Psalm 147:11 
2. It causes the Lord’s pity to increase upon the child of God – Psalm 103:13 
3. It brings acceptance with God – Acts 10:35 
4. It brings the mercy of God – Psalm 103:17 
5. It brings blessings – Psalms 112:1 
6. It brings confidence – Proverbs 14:26 
7. It brings separation form evil – Proverbs 16:6 
8. It brings Christian fellowship – Malachi 3:16 
9. It supersedes the fear of man – Isaiah 8:12-13 
10. It brings answered prayer – Psalm 145:19 
11. It brings long life – Proverbs 10:27 

 
Conclusion 
Let us pray that God will teach us to fear Him.  Psalm 86:11 “Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in 
Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name.” (see Proverbs 15:16 and 19:23). 
 
Review Questions 

1. Define ‘fear of the Lord’. 
2. What do we learn about fearing God from Deuteronomy 4:10. 
3. What are the two purposes of man according to Ecclesiastes 12:13? 
4. Name four things that we are not to fear. 
5. Give two Scriptures to prove that we are to fear God (one from each Testament). 
6. Give seven descriptions of the fear of the Lord. 
7. Give five motives that cause us to fear God. 
8. Why is the fear of the Lord necessary? 
9. Give ten results of fearing the Lord. 
10. What lesson do we learn from Psalm 86:11. 


